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Welcome!

The Selway River begins its journey high in the Bitterroot Mountains near the Idaho-Montana border. Heading north into the
rugged Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Area, the river travels through isolated and primitive country before its confluence with
the Lochsa River near Lowell. Our trips cover 47 miles between Paradise Guard Station and Selway Falls in the heart of the
Wilderness Area, offering a wilderness river experience with few equals.

The Selway is a steep, free-flowing river in a geographically compact drainage basin and has a wide range of flows. Rapids vary
from long, technical rock gardens to large, crashing wave trains. The nine mile stretch of nearly continuous rapids below the
confluence with Moose Creek earns the river its deserved reputation as one of the best whitewater runs in the United States.

Between rapids, the river flows though quiet pools and stretches of crystal clear water over a mosaic of colorful
rocks.

Whitewater, however, is only one of the many appealing features of the trip. We will have time to hike, fish, swim,
and enjoy the many fascinating natural elements of the canyon. The Selway was one of the original rivers to be
protected in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and the Forest Service manages it in a highly primitive
condition. Only one group, with a maximum of 16 people, is allowed to launch each day. Few people are able to
float this wild and primitive stretch of river, and we come away from each trip with a new appreciation for this
wonderful remnant of primitive America.

Meeting Time and Place:
All trip members will meet at 8:00 pm the evening before the trip begins at the Stagecoach Inn (208/756-4251) in
Salmon, Idaho. The Stagecoach is located on Highway 93 at the north end of town, just across the bridge over the

Salmon River. At the pre-trip meeting the trip leader will distribute waterproof dunnage bags, give trip and shuttle
information and answer any last-minute questions.

Transportation:

Selway trips begin in Salmon and end in Kamiah. A
separate Transportation insert detailing the various
travel options should be included with this packet.
Please call our office if you do not have one.

Accommodations:

Lodging in Salmon before the trip is good at the
Stagecoach Inn (208/756-4251). Accommodations
after the trip will depend on your travel plans; : . Py
guests with the Transportation Package should plan |:° 0 N REL PARADISI S
on spending the night after the trip in McCall. You S

will be flown from Kamiah to McCall the afternoon
you get off the river, then on to Boise in time to
catch morning flights. In McCall we suggest the
Hotel McCall, (208/634-8105) or the Western
Mountain Lodge (208/634-6300). If you are driving ||
and wish to stay near the Selway, your best option |, McCall
is the Three Rivers Motel in Lowell (208/926-
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Types of boats:
On the Selway we offer two types of boats in which to ride:

Oar rafts are 18 feet long,

carry all of the overnight

gear and up to 3 guests.

They are rowed by a guide >
using oars attached to a \
metal frame. Guests ride in @
the front, hang on through \

the rapids and relax in the
calm stretches.

Paddle rafts are 14 feet long
and carry 6 paddlers who
actively paddle through the
rapids and down the river.
Everyone has a paddle, sits on
the outer tube of the

raft and follows the commands
of the paddle guide who sits in
the rear.

Equipment List:

A separate Equipment List and Packing Guide should be included with your reservation information.
Please call our office if you do not have one.
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9 DAY SELWAY
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Itinerary: Divide
- . . Double Drop
Day 1: We will meet at the Stagecoach Inn early in the morning and be transported No Nam Moose
to the launch site at Paradise, (4-5 hours over 2 mountain passes). After a Wa-poots Cree
safety briefing, we will launch around noon and travel a few miles and Ladle

run several rapids before arriving at our first camp.

Day 2: A full day carries us 10-12 miles downriver through major
rapids at Goat Creek, Pettibone, and Ham before arriving at the
beautiful campsite opposite Moose Creek.

Day 3: The third day of the trip is usually a "layover

fish, relax in camp, or any combination of these.

Day 4: Below Moose Creek, the Selway earns its
reputation as one of the premier whitewater rivers

in the world. We will run over 14 major rapids, including
Double Drop, Ladle, Little Niagra and Wolf Creek, during
this intense, 12 mile day.

Day 5: On the last day of the trip we will float a shorter stretch
to our take-out at Race Creek, just above Selway Falls. After lunch
at take-out, we will be transported by van to Lowell, Idaho, (parking

to Boise, (via McCall) or back to Salmon.

day" which is spent off the river enjoying the Race Creek \
Selway's many other attractions. You can *\f{mkwut} \\ Wolf Creek
take a strenuous hike to a fire lookout, SHNIY LS Cascade
hike along the river to scout the following Jimbo's
day's rapids, stroll up scenic Moose Creek, Re:gﬁ’:ﬁ'"d Creek

area for private car shuttles), and on to the airport in Kamiah for flights
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Weather:

The weather in the mountains of Idaho is difficult to predict; we
have encountered heatwaves in June and hailstorms in July, so
please read the equipment list and come well prepared for a
variety of conditions. Summer high temperatures in Idaho's
Selway-Bitterroot mountains usually range between 75 and 90
degrees, cooling off to the 40's and 50's at night. June trips can be
10 degrees cooler. Rain, usually in the form of mountain
thundershowers, can be expected at any time, and good rain
protection is essential. The water temperature is a chilly 45 to 55
degrees.

Camping:

During the course of the trip, everyone is encouraged to partici-
pate as much as they desire, whether that be on the river, collect-
ing firewood, or helping out in the kitchen. We have found that the
more involved you become with your trip, the more rewarding
your trip becomes for you. Camping will be at riverside beaches or
flat benches above the river. All sites afford spectacular views of
the river and canyon. Some campsites have Forest Service pit
toilets; at others ARTA will set up portable toilets. There is usually
a central kitchen and campfire area and trip members pick out
spots in the surrounding area to pitch their tents or lay out their
sleeping bags.

Meals:

ARTA meals are well-balanced and consist of quality foods with
fresh meats, fruits, and vegetables. Guides double as camp chefs
and the menu includes a wide variety of dishes. Lunches consist of
hand-foods and are served picnic-style at riverside stops. Dinners
and breakfasts are cooked over an open fire and often include
tasty Dutch Oven baked treats. If you have special dietary
requirements or are celebrating a special event during the trip,
please let us know in advance.

Drinks:

ARTA serves water and fruit drinks (lemonade, orange juice,
punch, etc) at meals. If you would like soda, beer, wine, or liquor
with your dinner, please bring your own in unbreakable containers
(beer and soda in cans, wine and liquor in plastic bottles). Due to
weight and space restrictions, we ask that you limit the amount of
canned drinks to a moderate amount.

Local Attractions:

Within a day's drive of Salmon are Glacier, Yellowstone, and Grand
Teton National Parks, and Sun Valley resort, as well as the Gallitin,
Madison and Yellowstone rivers and some great fly-fishing.

Fishing:

Fishing for cutthroat and rainbow trout
is excellent in the Selway. The fishing is
usually best in July, after the high water
period. A light-weight fly or spinning
outfit works best, and all rods should be protected in a sturdy
case. Effective flies include Caddis, Grasshoppers and Stimulators
and small trout spinners work well. The Selway is a catch and
release river so only single, barbless hooks are permitted, and fish
caught in the river and tributaries must be released back into the
river. An Idaho fishing license is required and can be purchased in
Salmon at Silver Spur Sports (208/756-2833, closed Sundays).

Suggested Reading:

We will have a communal library on the trip. For pre-trip reading,
Idaho Loners, by Cort Conley tells some great stories about
Idaho’s odd hermits and isolationists, including the tale of William
Moreland, the Ridgerunner of the Selway. And Lewis and Clark’s
Corps of Discovery passed through this part of Idaho, so
Undaunted Courage (Ambrose) and The Way to the Western Sea
(Lavender) are also enjoyable to read before or during the trip.

We will provide:

+ Transportation from Salmon to the river.
Transportation from from the river to Lowell or Kamiah.
Friendly, entertaining and professional guide service.
All meals from lunch on the first day to lunch on the last day.
Waterproof bags, lifejackets and other specialized river
touring equipment for the trip.

*
*
*
*

You are responsible for:
+ Meals and lodging before and after your trip
+ Personal clothing and toiletries (see Equipment List)
+ Sleeping bags and tents (these items can be rented from
ARTA - see enclosed Equipment List)
Soda, wine, alcoholic beverages (see Drinks to the left)
Guides gratuities (see Tipping below)

*

*
Tipping
We want you to feel like a guest in our home.
Tips are never expected, but are always appreci-
ated when given in recognition of outstanding
service. Our guides have gotten tips ranging from
gifts of prized river gear to invitations to visit to
5% to 15% of the trip cost, all of which were
greatly appreciated and always put to good use.
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